


Women in
Leadership:

Achieving an equal future
in a COVID-19 World

Everyyear International Women'’s Day (IWD) is organized to celebrate the
achievements of women in social, economic, cultural and political spheres
while also making a call to action for strengthening gender equality and
women empowerment. This year’s United Nations theme for International
Women's day is “ Women in Leadership: Achieving an equal future in
a COVID-19 world”. As the entire world continues to fight against the
COVID-19 crisis, this year’s theme vows to celebrate the tremendous
efforts put forth by women and girls around the world in shaping a more
equal future and recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Women across
the world are facing increased domestic violence, unpaid care duties,
additional care responsibilities, unemployment and poverty. Amidst this,
women also continue to take up responsibilities of front-line workers and

care-givers.

Recent literature shows that countries headed by women leaders were more
efficient in mitigating the impacts of the pandemic. Needless to say, the
COVID-19 crisis has not just highlighted the contributions and burdens
women carry but has also highlighted their leadership skill, different

experiences, and perspectives to set foundations for equitable society.



Local governments in Nepal too are taking a lead role in the country’s
COVID-19 response and addressing the socio-economic divisions the
pandemic has exacerbated. Elected women representatives are actively
engaged in the COVID-19 response, including establishing quarantine
facilities,conductingCOVID-19awarenessprogramsandreliefdistribution
while also fulfilling their existing duties as elected officials. While doing
all this, elected women, however, continue to face compounded challenges
to their authority due to the masculine governance landscape and heavily

ingrained patriarchy in society.

Against this backdrop, to celebrate this year’s IWD, the Australian
Embassy intends to celebvate and highlight the experiences and
perspectives of elected women representatives, including their leadership
in the pandemic response and recovery. It further encourages the elected
representatives to share their personal story, their achievements, the
challenges that they faced while carrying out their rvoles and
responsibilities and their vision for their political career and in life.
All the featured participants are part of the Australian Government’s
Sub-National Governance Program in Nepal and “She Leads” Program

co-funded with the Swiss Government.



dAfectl oiqca

PITS-9R Pl (99 JRISTHT
AT AfaSTehT g

ARG, MY®, ARGaD, I IoFIdd JaAl AlRoRes aNe
NP ITGGE M TH UAS I IRIGT AT faawad! st
RIHT T I9 77 3 F9Far ¥ AlRel AuRkhaRvels gge T+
Aaegd FRIRiedel uF ared IR | I9 9¥, WIH A% GEo
<RI AfgdT fagddl AR "Afer g’ difs-9) &1 fdva aRvegH
A Wfdsgd U 9Pl © | I q¥h] ARG AR1 [deqe DIfe-9] &l
hex fIegd TeEas FR-RdT fAsved I I9 A8EREE fA%h
A 9fasy Ryen T fdegerdl S A7fger X aifodees IREI GIRh
TINEEels 9F Wl B | fawawdl 1 dfitorss wg &, uRksfie
T WER YIRS BM, I Jd F=dl o0 f=ER!, SRIGFRI, ¥ TIRE
AfRE®T B4 | @1 aRRefies d oY, ARkeores o@od w0
JIURHAT &1 I WRe ¥al a1 afheedn ar fAwgs @@ B9 |
UfSeH] JHeEd] JJAR 1% Y@ ARG HUH] QUEEe HEMRID!
ELERICICIFING A Iors | G2 M B L 11 S 2 B © L o G | 1
PIAS-RR Pl HES HROREES ddd WR I IREHESE HAF  TIR
FAAHE® FHATSID] SHT S¥Te Silewd] GREhUGE U SR IR B |

PITS-9 T FIATA I I ARG F@IYPI AHTTH-3MMdH
ooy TEEE THdl SN Tod] MY IWHRe  Wul e
YD B | FARTEA dweedl WUAT T, DIFs-R T4 FadIHed
HRIZHHEE FoaIed T4, 8d faaxerer aY et seufafafer saE
g1 AT fS=iaRes Q)1 s (aifia afder sufafites ahaamer e




PIMS-R P JRAYADH! B FBicdg v | Faifaa wfker smufifeizes
Ao w9 SFIREE Q11 6T U JEugE e gRae X figere
SThehl THAGH] Sews MR<RaI®l def Fhkiee HIRRgH B |

IJw gRUeTHT I qY¥Rl IRIfey AfteT feager o, srefoa
gaaEe et after saufdffdiees SIffe-98 TeMRIG! Saweiu-edD!
BN IWRY MUl sl Yfid afkd T9uH aeiewd! AT STgvd
Y 9Eels SUfR X 99[ e8| I961 | gAaEe Jeewnrs i
DRIZHY - GAYH, JGEfSTT GaATdrE AT ARG 039 - AT AT TR
B | I TG Jgl 99 AT 029 HI & IS |

IE YHEHS Aol TSI Hg9rll g1 aifad saufafaftesa
AR BT, Selewdl YS!, I MU YHdr ¥ FaR! 989 &l
JelE®S AMAT T HUH FAIfeE, Ieewswd] oD I ARhId
Siad] BEID! IRAT He< STHeRI (TPl B | I8 JhRMAAl Ifeaiad
e Sufafaf TEufies IRfoud SRR R IRER  FIOIHRT
HRHH I Ra WORINTH TgdRIAT doared TRyl 1 fosd (She
Leads) ®RI=H¥®T HeHRE® &1 |







Deputy Mayors
oIIR 3U-Ude



Geeta Adhikary
Deputy Mayor
Damak Municipality, Province 1

An Associate Professor of Economics, deputy mayor
Geeta taught for 28 years before she decided to fully
venture into politics. She marked her beginning in
politics as a general member of All Nepal Women's
Association of the Communist Party of Nepal (UML).

As the deputy of Damak, Geeta has brought
commendable changes in the health and education
sector, while at the same time worked effortlessly

for skill enhancement and capacity building

of marginalized groups. She aspires to create
employment opportunities within Damak and ensure
that the region leads by example as the constituency

with zero tolerance for sexual abuse and exploitation.
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Kamala Bashnet
Deputy Mayor
Bhimeshwor Municipality,
Bagmati Province

Deputy mayor Kamala has previously served as the
district president of Federation of Community Forestry
Users in Nepal and has been a strong advocate of
social justice since her youth. She joined Communist
Party of Nepal (UML), after the 1990s democracy
movement,motivated by her childhood filled with
struggles.

A staunch environmentalist, she is constantly

researching sustainable solutions to uplift her
community. Translating her leadership on the front
¥ lines of the grassroots community forestry movement

into electoral success, she aspires to become mayor of

her municipality in the future.
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Kalpana Tiwari
Deputy Mayor
Waling

Gandaki Province

With more than 25 years of political experience,
deputy mayor of Waling Kalpana Tiwari also
served as district chairperson of Nepal Women
Association, a sister wing of Nepali Congress. Her
commendable efforts in ensuring access to justice
for all, through her leadership of judicial committee
has earned her appreciation and recognition over
her tenure. She has also been working to form
women groups across her constituency and create a
network between these groups. Kalpana aspires to
see women in influentialdecision-making positions
of the government and wants to work towards

enhancingpolitical literacy among women.
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Keshari Rawal Bist
Deputy Mayor

Tikapur

Sudurpashichim Province

With an educational background in health, deputy
mayor Keshari has prioritized equitable access to
health services in the municipality. During her tenure
as a deputy, she has brought programs to discourage
child marriage in the region and instead prioritize
their studies and wellbeing. Her efforts have been
centered around creating a prospering environment
for marginalized and vulnerable groups through
training programs and employment opportunities.
She has also been catering to address the needs under
maternity health service in the municipality, which
include free ambulance services, free health check-ups,
and easy access to medical attention.On her initation,
the municipality has hired a full time women &
children’s health specialist in the local hospital. She
plans to continue her efforts in addressing the needs

of marginalized and vulnerable groups and introduce

policies to strengthen health system in the region.
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Laxmi Devi Pathak
Deputy Mayor

Tansen Municipality,
Lumbini Province

Deputy mayor Laxmi Devi unintentionally started
her political journey in a very young age, when she
followed in the footsteps of her brothers, who were then
active members of Communist Party of Nepal (UML).
Her political aspirations gained momentum with time
as she started participating in various movements and
rallies for various social causes. Now, as the deputy her
priority has been to create employment opportunities
in the region, ensure communal harmony by actively
leading judicial committee and introduce capacity
building and self-employment trainings for women
and marginalized groups. Her vision is to advance

education and health sector in Tansen and increase

transport accessibility for all.




TR SUYHE GeIQdId] aISEw U6 HHYie
udl (HTS)dT Few Y | 990 Uiy @@ 9rel
IRSe A SHR QR MU TSHIfTd Siiad
Y& 1Y WA | = amifisie gems aweid
ARG I ToeeH 9N fdqiral 9@ I

OIHIf® egs® U 98 Y | 816, TR
SUYHED] TIHT ITh] YIAABAAT AT &=
AR JqeRew RioH1 7, s afafiers
AR AA®! Y RIS AgHIaaTS

g 7, 3 Afeer qen REriad qgerae
B & e ¥ W-AoNRG! drfodss &
S fAvE® Uese | Sdl B8 Whd! aFd
TH1 e ¥ @Ry EF0E Rk Y I ATl
BN ITARD! Ugd 928y @ |




Mohanmaya Dhakal
Deputy Mayor
Birendranagar Municipality
Karnali Province

A political scientist by education, Mohanamaya is

a central committee member of Nepal Communist
Party. She started her political journey in college
when she joined the student wing of Communist Party
of Nepal(UML). Since being elected as the deputy,
Mohanmaya has introduced plans and programs to
escalate infrastructure development projects in the
region. Further, the deputy has introduced various
trainings and has used a structured approach to
execute plans and policies by formulating laws to

empower women and marginalized groups.

Her vision is to bring about positive changes in the

community through her political and social presence.
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Rahima Khatun

Deputy Mayor

Kalaiya Sub-Metropolitan City,
Province 2

A single mother of nine children, deputy mayor
Rahima’s husband was killed during the People’s
War. He was an active Nepali Congress leader.
However, she didn't let her personal loss and lack
of educational background from being an active
member of Nepali CongressParty and winning
the election. As a Muslim woman, she aspires

to empower Muslim women in her community
so they can participate in public life. She has
initiated conferences and skills development for

women in the Muslim community and aspires to

lead by example.
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Elected Women
Ward Members
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Anisha Acharya (Khanal)
Ward Member

Diktel Rupakot Majhuwagadi-15 Ward
Khotang

Anisha Acharya -an active women leader from
Khotang represents Nepal Communist Party and
is also the Central Committee Member of NCP's
youth wing. She has received various capacity
development trainings and is educated till grade

12.
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Bimala Baudel

Ward Member

Executive member of Municipality,
Ward No.9, Tansen, Lumbini Province

Bimala is an executive member of Tansen
municipality. She also served as ad hoc
coordinator of the municipality’s economic
development committee. Before being elected as

a ward member, she worked as the coordinator
of ward citizen forum and facilitator of local
awareness center, which was initiated by District
Coordination Committee. She is an active

member of local women’s group and manages

her family’s agrobusiness. Married at the age

of 12, Bimala has had her share of struggles

and challenges. Inspired by the women in her
community's progressive thinking and discussions
on inequality and discrimination in society moved
her to join the community women's group. She has
supported survivors of violence against women in
seeking justice. Her vision for future is to contest

forward chair in the upcoming elections.
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Bimala Tamang
Ward Member
Kerabari-7

Morang

Bimala Tamanyg, an elected women representative
from Morang is trained in women's capacity and
leadership development. Educated till grade 10,
she aims to create self-employment opportunities
for women and wants to end child marriage from

her community. Bimala is with Nepal Communist

Party.
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Chunu Thapa Magar

Ward Member

Dharan Sub-Metropolitan City -12
Sunsari

Chunu Thapa Magar holds an experience of
working as a women representative for past 14
years. Trained in issues such as gender-based
violence, she aspires to further build her political
career by participating in trainings related

to politics. Sheis with Nepal Communist

Party and also aimsto hone her skills, roles

and responsibilities as an elected woman
representative and work for the betterment of her
community. Chunuis also district Vice-chair of
Magar Nepal Association and is educated till
grade 10.
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Kamala Khati Basnet
Ward Member

Ward No. 6

Damak, Jhapa, Province 1

A newbie in party politics, Kamala is a well-
known social worker. She has formed women’s
groups in her community, is an active member
of several Cooperatives, and has also served as
a coordinator of a local Cooperative. She went
against all societal norms when she married a
Dalit man. Her inter-caste marriage is the first

one in her family. Reflecting on the changes after

being locally elected, she shares, “People used to
identify me as someone’s wife or mother but now I
have my own identity. My community recognizes
me as their representative because I make sure to
raise their concerns”. She wants to prepare herself
to be a proper candidate for the position of the

ward chair in the next election.
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Khadka Maya Parajuli
Ward Member

Judicial Committee Member
Arjundhara-2, Jhapa

An elected Ward Member and Judicial Committee
Member, Khadka Maya Parajuli has an
experience of managing cooperatives at the local
level in addition to her responsibility of elected
women representative. Parajuli is has worked

in the operation of local women's group and has
received leadership development trainings. She
plans to give continuity to her work. Parajuli is
from Nepal Communist Party.
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Manjita B.K.
Ward Member
Sunkoshi-2
Okhaldhunga

Mapwjita B.K, a Dalit Ward Member from
Okhaldhunga is a secretary of a women's
group at the local level. She is educated

till grade 10 and is a member of Nepal
Communist Party. Manjita is keen in getting
more involved into party politics and serve her

community.
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Menuja B.K.
Ward Member
Rawabesi-3
Khotang

In additional to being a locally elected Ward
Member, Menuja is also a school teacher

and has been teaching for 2 years. Menuja
represents Nepali Congress and is an active
member of community forest users’ group in
her ward. She has participated in capacity
development trainings and holds a Bachelor's

in Education degree.
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Menuka Acharya
Ward Member

Letang -2

Morang

Menuka Acharya is a Ward Member and

is affiliated with Nepal Communist Party.
Educated till grade 12, Acharya is keen in
taking leadership position in her society and

learning new skills.
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Muna Sarki

Ward Member

Judicial Committee Member
Letang-8, Morang

Muna Sarki, elected ward member from
Morang is also a judicial committee member.
Educated till grade 12, Sarki has received
trainings relating to capacity development,

legal consultation and mediation.

Sarki aims to continuously work for social

transformation.
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Nain Kumari Chamar
Ward Member

Ward No. 1, Kalaiya

Bara, Province 2

Nain Kumari is a founding member of a
local organization that works for women’s
empowerment in Kalaiya. Her interest

in social activism grew out of her lived

experience as a Dalit woman from the most

marginalized corner of Madhesh community.

She was heavily criticized and discouraged
when she joined politics at the age of 25.

Challenging all the staunch cultural norms,

she used to participate in various skill-

based trainings & community meetings to
strengthen her leadership skills. Now she
organizes different trainings for women

of her community. Due to her persistent
nature, Nepali Congress selected her as their
candidate for the local election, which she won
with a big margin. Nain Kumari wants to
continue her work towards reducing violence

against Madhesi women.
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Nita Ghatani
Ward Member
Birtamode-2
Jhapa

Nita Ghatani from Birtamode-2 Jhapa is an active
member of Nepal Communist (NCP) Party. Also
Center Secretariat member of All Nepal National Free
Student Union (ANNFUS), a student wing of NCP,
and District Committee Member of NCP Ghatani
has been working for the betterment of vulnerable
women and deprived people in her ward as an elected
womenrepresentative. Over the period of time, she has
learnt to be more accountable towards her roles and
responsibilities and plans to work for the leadership
and capacity development of women, youth, Dalit
women. She visions to encourage more women in
political participation. Ghatani hold Bachelor's
degree.
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Punam Kumari Chaudhary
Ward Member

Duhabi-1

Sunsari

Punam, elected ward member from Sunsari is
with Nepal Communist Party and has received
leadership development trainings, trainings on
legal literacy and public speaking. She is a trained
Auxiliary Nurse Midwife and plans to move
further ahead in her political journey by working
for the people and also taking various trainings

relating to political participation.
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Radha Adhikari
Ward Member
Molung-2
Okhaldhunga

Radha, an elected Ward Member is also an
Auxiliary Nurse Midwife and is educated till
grade 12. Radha is with Nepali Congress and
has been part of trainings organized by Nepali
Congress. Radha wants to take leadership role at
the local level in the future.

ITEN 3EPRY

asl I
i1 [ 2]
3iRacIGgT

fRaifa a1 dew Egvea! | Uh AR,
Ui §J® ¥ el 92 derawTel e siie
YD B | S8l AUTS] HIRRAT ITE IS0
R AUTS! HIFS IS RGBT ANSHSEAT
HeWrll EIIUH B | RIS e R dgdht
Agcaarl YABrE AST ABIEO |




Rita Chaudhary
Ward Member
Buddhashanti-5
Jhapa

Rita Chaudhary, elected Ward Member from
Jhapa has been actively engaged in various social
work and her vision for future is to continue
working for equal opportunities and rights of
women in her community. Rita is educated till

grade 10. Rita is with Nepali Congress.
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Sabita Pariyar
Ward Member
Inaruwa-2

Sunsari

A Dalit women representative from Inarwua
municipality of Sunsari district, Sabita has
keen interest in issues relating to gender-based
violence and women's development. Educated
till grade 10, Sabita plans to do better in politics
and work for the rights of Dalit. Sabita is with
Nepali Congress. She is keen in exploring the
opportunity to enhance her political knowledge
and increase her skills and knowledge related to

her job.
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Sarita Bhul

Ward Member

Ward No. 5, Tikapur
Sudurpashichim Province

Sarita comes from a politically active family.
Before being elected as a ward member, she was
a teacher and a trainer of community awareness
program. She is also part of women’s group

and community forestry users’ group. She has
worked in different capacities in several local
organizations and also served as the chairperson
of Citizens’ Awareness Center. Because of her
active engagement in social work, several political
parties pursued her during the local elections.
Known for her strong personality, she is a vocal
advocate of Dalit and women’s issues. Her future
aspiration is to be a national level politician and

hopes to be a parliamentarian one day.
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Sarita Tamang
Ward Member
Manebhanjyang-4
Okhaldhunga

Sarita, an elected Ward Member from
Okhaldhunga wants achieve success in politics.
Associated with Nepal Communist Party, Sarita
is trained in plan formulation at the local level,
combating gender-based violence and training
relating to uterine prolapse among women. She is

educated till grade 10.
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Sita B.K.

Ward Member
Ward No. 9, Waling
Gandaki Province

Sita is an active member of a local mother’s group
(Aama Samuha) and has previously worked as a
coordinator of a local citizen awareness program.
Highlighting the lack of investment made on local
representatives, Sita points out that Dalit female
wavd members still struggle to share their ideas
and opinions during public events, even after
serving as ward members for last three years.
However, Sita, who has completed her high school
education, is trusted by her community, and is
seen as a capable representative of her ward. As
the first step towards professional growth, Sita
aspires to become a municipal executive member

in the upcoming elections.
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Sumina Rai
Ward Member
Rawabesi-3
Khotang

Sumina Rai is from Khotang and is Chairperson
of mother's group in her ward. Educated till grade
10, Sumina has received capacity development

training and from Nepal Communist Party.
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Tara Nepali

Ward Member

Ward No. 5, Bhimeshwor
Dolakha, Bagmati Province

35-year-old Tara was a teacher in Bhimeshwor
Secondary School, before she was elected as

a ward member. She grew up in a politically
active family and joined politics when she was
in school. She also worked as a coordinator

of public awareness program and is actively
involved in Mothers’ Group (Aama Samuha).

Since she got elected in the local elections, she

has been active in facilitating identity cards

to People with Disability, project monitoring
work, and designing livelihood trainings for
women. Observing the change that the local
election has brought she shares, “As Dalits

we often face caste-based discrimination but
being a ward member, I have experienced that
dignified position and power can change an
individual’s identity”. She regards it as her

lifelong work to create a casteless society.
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Yamuna Nepali
Ward Member, Ward No. 12

Coordinator, Social Development Committee
Birendranagar Municipality, Karnali Province

Yamuna sees herself as a representative

of her entire community and not only as

a Dalit female ward representative. She
joined student union at a very young age

as she was dvawn to activism and politics.
She also served as the chairperson for a local
organization “Women Association for the
Marginalized”. At present, she is also the

coordinator of social development committee

of Birendranagar municipality. Due to her

initiative, the budget separated for Dalit
community was utilized in creating jobs

and skill-based trainings for the community
during COVID-19. So far, she has successfully
negotiated with the municipality for
allocation of 12 projects in her ward. Well-
known for her dedicated social service and
progressive thinking, Yamuna wants to create
an environment which fully accepts Dalit

representation in politics and society.
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